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Yuletide buying guide

64

The ultimate

Got some Christmas cash burning a hole in your
pocket? Here's what you should be spending it on...

: hristmas is upon us again, and
some of you may still be looking
for last-minute stocking-fillers,

wondering what you can ask the
faolks to get you for the big day, or pondering
‘what to spend Auntie Edna's gift voucher on,
Fret no more, because we've compiled what
“we consider to be the ultimate Christmas list
for your NE4 and Game Boy: the minty
Ninty's cream of the Chrimbo crop. Enjoy!
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We said: A game that's often as vast,
well-designed and impossible to resist as Zelda
of Mario 64." (M64/36, 93%)

LT oseunyn sy

- Super
Smash Bros

Nintendo, £40

Despite an intolerable nime month wait for the PAL .

release of Smash Bros (it came aut in Japan back in
February), this
has-been vrell
worth the wait.
It's by far the
best beat-'em-up
on the WN&4, in
fact, it's o
reviglgtionang and
bragks, s many
rufes, that's it's
_not really a beat:
‘8m-Lep i the traditional sense-at all. incorpdrating
i lled arenas, fmpassibly hich triple-jumps,
- power-Ups, all sorts of lightning-quick, nalletic
_combat, and a priceless nudﬁplape: mode {four
i w players, too!), your
B3 oames callection just
isn't complete
without it
We said: “As
unigue and essential
an experience as
any Marlo game.”
{N64/36, 90%)

M\ 1t everything we
wanted, really. God
bless Rare.

At £60 it's a bit [>
expensive, but you
certainly get your
maney’s worth.

SGRBBEESEEST!

Resident
Evil 2

Virgin, £40
Atlong last,
Capcom have
come to the NB4
anddespite
Resident Evil 2
heng ower, bwo
vears old, the
Mid version of
he garme-i5 2 real
treat. Mastly superior £0.its anginal PlayStation
counterpart, the gamefeatumes some stunning hi-
res visuals and same aldmingly effective surmound
sound. Truey the game keepsthe same hidecusly
autdated rotate-and-run-controls, and having fo
press A to chimb steirs S smply ridiculous. but you
wiarn't find another game so,determined in its

efforts t0 shock and.ccare you, And cartridges
can't do RV, thep
said. Hal

We said: “If it
doesn't have you
leaping from your
chair in shock at least
once, you must be .
dead.” ;
(Ne4/36, 90%) &

aping Suiing apiaInA

Turok:
Rage Wars

Atxlaim, £4D

\.-E-s."‘ll'l'lﬂn.h ng,
And the result?
A damn fine
gaming
expenence, The
single-player
game -
featunng a series
af matches
by against
computer-
controlled thats', and 17 different characters -
wiatks well, but it's the multiplayer that's the real
meat here. The well-designed arenas, superb, over-
the-top weapenry and tight controls mean a
multiplayer experience that could almast mval
Ooldentye's and Cuake o .
W's: Another tnumph - for
Acclaim
We said: “This bold
experiment has ylelded
superb results. An
absolute blast.”
(MN64/35, BT
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Jet Force | World Driver Shdwman
Gemini Champlonshlp —

Rare/Nintendo, £49.99 e& B Midway, £40 get when you

Rare’s first game since 1998' Banjo-Kazooie Yes, we know that throw some
doesn't disappaint. Ostensibly a fast, frantic shoot- the NE&4 has been Zelda-style
‘em-up, the game is actually & 3D action-adventure short-changed on adventuring
with the emphasis on utter carnage. And we mean the serious driving against a bloody
camage: front, but this and disturbing
B green bug- stiperbislice of story of demons,
§ juice flies road-based racing serial kilkers and
left, right changes all that exploding zombies? Shadowrman, that's what. And
and centre, Sljpﬁﬁdaliy similar to Gran Turisma, World Driver t's fremendous. Set in both the real world and
and the 15 Championship features ten beautifully-designed Deadside —a hellish afterlife — the game is a‘huge,
ridiculoushy courses; over 30 different cars, reams of truly T0-hour quest
destructive stunning hi-res visuals and some wonderful full- to retrieve 120
WEApONs are race replay Dark Souls: But
& Joy to action. The that's not all -
behold. handling may you also have
Wisually, it's take ‘some fo find three
superb, there's na hint of pop-up and it's silky getting used fo, pleces of a
smooth, It's tough, too and although it's been but once you've sacred dagger, a
criticised for being simply too big, we think that a got the hang of host of veodoo
game that can keep it. the game weapons and
you playing for shimes, In faet, hunt dewwn five
months is exactly World Driver twisted serial killers. One of the best bits of the
what we want Champidnship game sees you tracking Jack the Ripper through a

Brilliant stuff has everything you could want from a truly great deserted London Underground; as good &

The ultimatem_f”ffﬁ Yuletide buying ~+ide

We said: “You racing game. Ace. recommendation of the game as any, and

simply must play We said: “A tyre-squealing, rubber-buming, gruesomely indicative of Shadowman asa whaole,
this." powersliding thing of wonderment.” We said: “A dark and glittering jewel In the
(N64734, 93%) (N64/32, 91%) N&4's gaudy crown.” [N6A3Z, 93%)

Coloured DK64 Pak

H"RBWARE consoles
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JAE BOY

The best games you can buy for
your handheld chum,

Grand Theft Auto

Take 2, £20
Finalty — the Game Boy gets
a version of the game that
caused such a stir on the
PC and PlayStation. And -
brilianthy - it's
virtually the
same. Steal cars, nun down
pedestians and escape the police.
Tremendous.

Mario Golf
Nintendo, £25
The perfect accompaniment to the N&4
wersion, in some ways this is even. better-than
TR its big brother thanks to
! 8 the ace RPG mode. The
controd system, as
ever,is spot-0n.
It may be golf,
but it's supert
fuin:

Stranded Kids

HKonami, £25

A, first-rate survival RPC which sees you
stranded on a desert sland. There's a Zefda-
style day/might feature; you have to catch

Ltd. Edition Pokémon Game

Pokémon Red/Blue Boy and Pokémon Yellow
Nintendo, £25 On import www.ebworld.co

But of eourse. If you haven't got this already, Current can o et t

there's ne excuse not to rush straight out and
spend some cash.

animals and then eat

? them; you even have
to sheep. And it's got

X monkeys in it.

Stranded Pikachu or

s Kl is Squirtle

H absolute A classic,

L)

‘l“ 3

class.

Ostensibly a music and video store, MVC offers
free club membership. Members get money
lopped off, well, pretty much everything and as
far as games are concemned, this can be between
a couple of quid and a fiver. Very nice indeed.

Fancy a brand-npew game? MV sells ‘em cheaper
than elsewhere. Provided you're 3 member.

We juskgan’t fully i:-l:gg . B
explain the joys to L %
be hiad in r

your own little

aiing ;
F'lug
- /183 I

Its not vary

O

afFfactive. .. L

.q] My Bickham, on the sniff for some true-bive
— bargains, spies a minty-fresh copy of Rayman 2.

=t -

o ]

L . | it's not the biggest stand we've ever seen, but dig
-"'.--—....__h.u v deep and you'll find some bargains.

b2

) NINTENDO 64

® Rayman 2

If you're @ MVC club member you

almast uid snipped off the price
apman 2. Great,

® Top Gear Overdrive

Mot bad at all, A brand 5

Gear Overdrive f g

nking new Tog
‘Mint.”

Video System’s top F1 simulator comes in at
an eminently affordable £18.99 — a full
eaper than the 'Player's

Verdict: Although true-blue bargains
aren't too numerous, MVC is excellent if
you're looking for the latest releases; if
you're 2 member, the discount means you'll
probably get them cheaper than anywhere
else. Rayman 2, which had only been in
the shops for a few weeks at the time of
writing, was four pounds cheaper in MVC
than anywhere else we locked.

Bargain Rating:

J/oyeunyn ayL
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DIXONS

The electrical goods chain has
a wide variety of N&d games,
which take up a large amount
of wall space. There's also some impressive
window displays and loads of Pakémon stuff.

B Bargains

= ® Mystical Ninja
starring Goemon

We found this tremendous
RPG adventure for a mere
£19.99 with, get this,
another 25% off!
Meaning you can mow buy
g this classic — wait for it —

§ for just £14.99. A bargain
in anyone’s book.

@ F-Zero X

A must-have racer that,
like Mystical Ninja, costs
just £19.99 plus & 25%
discount. £14.5% again. Aces.

® Wipeout 64

A little more expensive this, at £29 .99, but there's
anather 25% discount so Psygnosis' top future racer
could still be yours for just £22.49.

VIRGIN
MEGASTORES

And megastores they are - the games section is
pleasingly large (and the staff were very friendly
toa). Oh, and there are millions of CDs as well -
we lost Wil as he marched off to find a rare Todd
Rundgren album. (Todd who? - Ed)

Bargains

® Turok 2

A brand-new, gleaming, shrink-wrapped copy
the game, untouched by human hands, for anly
£19.99,

The ultimate[:[")] Yuletide buying guide

B ] fes hices behind a dift-cheap
varsion of the evergreen F-Zero ¥
£55.99 for an Ned! That's cheaper

W than a Game Boy! Not bad.

Hardware

Dixans slashed the price of a stand-alone N&4 from
£60.99 to £59.99, Mot bad at all. Alse, any games

you buy at the same time as an N64 come with an
extra ten pounds off. Blimey!

Verdict: We weren't expecting a chain store like
Dixons to offer much in the way of bargains and
while it's true that recent releases, such as Jet
Force and Rayman, are on sale at full whack, older
games (as seen above) have been drastically
reduced in price. We also found Top Gear
Overdrive for just £9.99, WWF Warzone for
£14.99 and Shadows of the Empire for

£18. A real surprise. Well done, Dixons. gf

Bargain Rating: % 4\'

sl

i
"

ﬂ Plenty o' games there. And some cracking bargains
to boot - have a look in the January sales.

@ XG2
Acclaim’s challenger to the Wipe
wallet-friendly £19.99 too
#® Mortal Kombat 4

A surprise, this; w

throne is a

't seen it in the shops
5, at a very reasonable

S\ Mortal Kombat 4 < an entertaining slice of fisticuff
action, And it could be yours fior only £251

Werdict: Virgin get top marks for their large and
very prominent N64 display - actually almest
twice the size of the Dreameast stand next ta it -
but the bargains we found were few and far
between. Other cheapo games Included: Glowver,
£29.99; Hexen, £19.99; Tetrisphere,
£19.99,
game - this Bﬂ'gﬂl n-atll'lg:
brand-new
*. boxed copy was
onfy £18.99.

b <]
A vast nimber
of games,
induding 3 good
. Selection of
oldies. Nice,

This Megastore’s

$ . in Bristal, but
there’s bound to
Lt be one near you.

Nintendo64EVER | The Ultimate N64 Yuletide Buying Guide (Article scanné dans N64 n°37 (Janvier 2000)) - page 6



Bargains
® Turok 2

A mind-boggling £13.99. Turok 2 was second
hand, but it was in gréat condition, and you
can't argue with that price.
@ Pilotwings 64

An even more unbelievable £11.59. £11.991

PINK PLANET
GAMES
EXCHANGE

An independent chain, the Games Exchange currently
have eleven stores throughout the South West, making
them Britain’s largest independent retailer.

brdliant game.

@ Super Mario 64

Oneof the finest games ever created -
and-a snip at £16.92..0nce again

this was second hand, but it

was in flawhess condition. -
Beautiful

A
Verdict: The Games X

Exchange is a real treasure

trove; even brand-new games \
are, on average, a pound or two
cheaper than they should be. As

well as the host of dirt-cheap
second-hand games available -
including some real hard-to-find
golden oldies - you can also part-
exchange old games. We threw in

Impossibie, and got a £48.99 copy of
Jet Force Gemini for a tenner. Real
swieet indeed. Other treats we found
were: GoldenEye, £20; Doom 64, £9.9%;
Bio Freaks, £13.99 and Zelda, £23.99,

[\ Friendly staff and
y plenty o' bargains.
Classyindeed,

, Tirck 24 £13.997 Lin-
be-frickin’-levablel
You'd be mad-nat to
s that are up.

And Pliotwings) 56l [>
great after alf these
Jrears: We love it

The lovely Vikki managed
to stop flogging copies of
Jet Force Gemini long
enough for us to have a
quick chat.

M64: S0, what's selling

Second hand again but Pilotwings is 2 brilliant,

Rayman 2, Castlevania and Mission: | | ,l-*/

<

Bargain Rating: | _

The real treats are fownd on the bottom.
W Loads of great games at stupidly-law, prices,

and
elsewhere...

We couldn't take pictures inside these
shops but here are some details,

GAME

A great selection of games, with some
real gems squirelled away amingst the

newer releases. Biast Corps,
Silicon Valley, Body Harvest ‘*
and Forsake all £19.99 ‘ '
each, and World Cup 98

was — get this — just £9.89, et

Electronics
Boutique

Seemingly alergic 1o cameras, ER
nonetheléss have a huge Nes

stand, loads of games, and a 4 }
warthy pre-owned selection, -
including a second-hand ‘ '
Banjo for 8 mere £20, il

HMNMV

A fairly small N&4 stand, although it
was in @ prominent position.
Unfortunately, bargains were almost

non-gxistent, aside from a

single copy of the excellent
£29.99 ‘ '
=

Mischief Makers for just

aping Suifnqg aprSInA X[ /[s3eunyn syl

N

33
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